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Weekend Respite Houseparent 

Volunteer Information
LifeHouse is a Christian ministry providing housing, healing, and hope to young women experiencing an unplanned pregnancy. Our housing ministry is located at our LifeHouse campus in South Houston (Hobby Airport area) and our administrative office is located at 3323 Bissonnet. 

LifeHouse fully relies on the power of Jesus Christ and the support of the Christian community to change and save lives.  Our desire is to turn the crisis of an unplanned pregnancy into an opportunity for growth for the pregnant woman and to ensure life for her unborn child.  We facilitate this by providing a Christian family home setting under-girded by counseling, instruction, and post-partum support.

Overview 

LifeHouse, a 24/7 ministry is seeking either a female individual or a couple who enjoy the rewards and challenges of living and working with young women.  You will have the chance to make a life-giving difference in the lives of those we serve.  You will assume the role of temporary caretaker to the residents showing them the true BODY OF CHRIST!  You will stay on the LifeHouse campus and provide needed relief to the Houseparent staff.
Basic Duties and Notes:

· To work, minister, and live with pregnant women.
· To model the love of Christ through actions and lifestyle to women facing one of the greatest crises of their lives.

· To provide love with structure for women who may have had little of either in their lives.
· Schedule would be over the weekend, with arrival on campus preferably between noon to 3:00 p.m. on Friday and depart 6:00 p.m. on Sunday.  There may be some flexibility with arrival and departure times to accommodate schedules – will need to coordinate accordingly.  For first-time volunteers, you should plan on being able to spend at least 2-3 hours “shadowing” prior to turnover – this can be done on Friday afternoon prior to and throughout dinner.
· A fully-furnished one bedroom/one bathroom apartment is provided.  

· Children are welcome and further enhance the “family model”; however be advised that accommodations for children may be limited, and would suggest review with a member of the LifeHouse staff about your family situation and dynamics. 
· We will provide a detailed Orientation and Training to provide an overview of the ministry, the residents, the structure, typical schedule, etc.  The transition schedule as well as any specifics will be reviewed with each set of houseparents prior to the start of the weekend.  

· The number of residents at the house during the weekend will vary, depending upon family visits and occupancy.
· You will have the opportunity to take the residents on outings such as bowling, the movies, dinner, church, etc.  Other opportunities for teaching of specialized skills would be great as well – i.e. crafts, cooking, or other life skills training.
Prerequisites
Because LifeHouse is licensed by the State of Texas to care for children, the completion of the steps below are required in order to become an approved volunteer to work with the girls.   Because LifeHouse cares about and loves the residents, it is our first concern and priority to be sure those around them are also providing a safe, positive, and nurturing environment. The application and orientation can be completed in any order and do not need to precede one another. 
· Application
· Orientation and Training (typically scheduled on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. and Sunday afternoons from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. – reservations are required)
· At least three (3) non-staff references
· Background Check and Risk Management Statement
· Copy of Driver’s License and Proof of Liability for Auto Insurance
· It is preferred that volunteers will come to the house for some other volunteer activity prior to becoming a respite houseparent.  For example, movie night, lunch out with the girls, lead a bible study, or visit for dinner one night.

· Shadow “time” of houseparents prior to transition

We appreciate your service and know that you will be blessed!  For questions, information, and/or to volunteer, please contact Amanda Butler, at 713-623-2120 or email info@lifehousehouston.org. You can also go to our website and download the volunteer application at www.lifehousehouston.org. 
